
St. Aloysius Religious Education 2017-2018 

2
nd

 Grade 

 

4:00pm Welcome (Zacchaeus coloring page and to ensure accuracy, class attendance must be 

accurately recorded by a catechist and not another student - class attendance is an official 

document retained by the parish and the diocese)  

 

4:05pm We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table  

 (use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season) 

  Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in  

  Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families book in the prayer box 

 

4:10pm Review previous lesson using one of the pages from the Activity Book. 

 

4:15pm Chapter #18  Jesus Forgives 

 

Sin offends God and leads to sorrow (sadness). Sin breaks laws and hearts. We turn away from God. 

What does God do? He is offended, but He still loves us. The Sacrament of Reconciliation not only heals us 

from our sin, but also makes us stronger to fight against sin by giving us grace (Gods share of life in us!). 

Review the 5 steps to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Only God can forgive sins. Jesus is God. Jesus made 

His disciples the first Priests and gave them the power to forgive sins. God forgives sins through them, as 

the Priest acts in the person of Jesus. 

 

 We Believe – 

  Sacrament = an outward sign given by Jesus that gives us grace. 

  Confess = in the Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation we tell our sins to the Priest. 

  Absolve = the words said by the Priest in the Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation that takes 

  away our sins and we receive God’s forgiveness. 

 

 We Respond – Zacchaeus dramatization (see attached) 

 

OR 

 

 We Respond – play game “Come Back to Me!” (see below) 

 

4:45pm Reconciliation practice - when we confess our sins to the priest and are granted   

  absolution, it is not the priest, himself, who grants the absolution. It comes from God.  

  



5 Steps to a good Confession 
 

1) Examination of Conscience – think of and know what my sins are. 

2) Contrition – be sorry for my sins and having offended God. 

3) Resolve not to sin again – make up my mind not to sin again. 

4) Confess sins to a Priest – tell my sins to the Priest in Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

5) Penance – do the penance the Priest gives me. 
 

How to go to Confession 
 

1. Enter the confessional and sit down across from the priest (if going face-to-face) or kneel down 

in front of the screen (if going anonymous)  

2. Make the Sign of The Cross (“in the name of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit”) and 

say “Bless me Father for I have sinned. This is my first confession. These are my sins.” 

3. Confess (tell) your sins to the priest. 

4. Listen to the priest … he will give you some advice on how you can be a better Catholic and 

open your heart to God and be the person He wants you to be. 

5. The priest will give you a penance -- it may be a prayer or some kind of action that will help 

you to be more thoughtful about areas of sinfulness or failing. 

6. The priest will invite you to tell God you are sorry for your sins by saying the Act of Contrition 

(“My God I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing 

to do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly 

intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to 

sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In His name, my God, have 

mercy.”) 
7. The priest will give you absolution and offer you Gods forgiveness (“ I absolve you of your 

sins in the name of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit.”) as you bless yourself with the 

Sign of The Cross (“in the name of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit. Amen.”). Say 

“Thank You” to the priest. 

8. Leave the confessional, if necessary go to the Altar and say your penance… feeling uplifted 

and energized by God’s mercy and love! 
 

4:55pm Closing Prayer – the Our Father 
 

“Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth 

as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who  

trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

Amen.

Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for. 
 

“Have I told someone I was sorry for offending them?” 



Game “Come Back to Me!” 

 
The catechist (GOD) stands in front of the class with the students lined up in a horizontal line in 

front of them. The catechist lists some bad acts and the students have to take a step backwards 

AWAY from the catechist. List good deeds and the students take a step forward CLOSER to 

the catechist. The catechist never moves because they are GOD -- God alone is complete mercy 

and love. God does not forget us. The Father never abandons us. He is a patient. He remains 

faithful. Finally ask the students “How do you Come Back to Me?”  When they respond with 

one of the 5 steps of Reconciliation they should Come Back to you and hug you! 
 

Questions based on the 10 Commandments – phrase in a positive or negative way: 

 
I, THE LORD, AM YOUR GOD. YOU SHALL NOT HAVE OTHER GODS BESIDES ME. 

Love God and thank God for everything. 

1. Have I put God first or have I sometimes made other things in my life more important than God – like 

sports, etc? 

2. Did I remember to talk to God and to pray to Him every day? 

3. Did I thank Him for all He does for me every day? 

4. Did I try to be a good follower and act as He wants me to? 

5. Did I show my love for God by loving and caring for others? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD YOUR GOD IN VAIN.   
Be thoughtful and kind in what you say and do. 

1. Have I always said God’s name with love and respect? 

2. Did I forget and use God’s name in the wrong way?  Like saying “Oh, God,” when I wasn’t talking 

about Him? 

 

REMEMBER TO KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH.   
Worship with your parish each week; remember to make time for God (just one hour) and go to Mass each 

week.  And, don’t forget to behave, as you should in God’s House. 

1. Have I done my best to go to Mass every Saturday or Sunday? 

2. Did I behave well in church?  Would God be proud of my behavior during Mass? 

3. Have I tried my best to worship God at Mass by singing, praying and listening? 

 

HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER.   
Love and respect your parents and obey their rules and their wishes – even when they aren’t looking.  Always 

do what your parents ask of you.  And, respect and listen to your teachers and follow the rules in public places. 

Be respectful and help family and friends members without being asked. 

1. Have I done the chores my parents asked me to do? 

2. Do I help my parents around the house?  With a smile on my face? 

3. Have I been pleasant while doing chores and obeying my parents? 

4. Did I listen to my teacher?  My coaches? 

5. Did I show my love for others by obeying rules at school and at public places? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT KILL.    
Respect all human life by being kind to the people and animals God made.  Never hurt anyone or anything.  

And, respect the body and good health God gave you by taking care of yourselves. 

1. Have I been kind to others?  Treated them with love and respect? 

2. Have I solved disagreements in a peaceful manner? 



3. Did I make a mistake and fight with someone? 

4. Have I made others angry? 

5. Did I eat the healthy fruits and vegetables my parents gave me? 

6. Have I brushed my teeth and cared for the body God gave me? 

7. Have I taken good care of my pets? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.    
Be a faithful and loyal friend.  Never break a promise. Be true to what is really important. Always support and 

care for your friends.  

1. Have I been a good and loyal friend? 

2. Did I make a promise that I didn’t keep? 

3. Can I be counted on to do as I say?   

4. Have I always supported my friends?  Shown them I care and will always be there to help them? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.   
Do not take anything that doesn’t belong to you. Treat other people’s things as if they were your own. 

And, never cheat. 

1. Have I taken something that doesn’t belong to me? 

2. Did I “borrow” something from my brother or sister without asking?   

3. Taken money from my parent’s when they weren’t looking?  

4. Did I ever cheat on a test or schoolwork?  Copy someone else’s answer? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR.   
Always be honest and tell the truth.  Speak kindly of others and don’t gossip.  Always take responsibility and try 

not to blame others for your actions. 

1. Have I always told the truth? 

2. Have I told a lie or only told a partial-truth? 

3. Have I spoken unkindly about someone? 

4. Did I gossip about a friend or an acquaintance behind their back? 

5. Did I blame someone else, even a sibling, for something that I really did? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT COVET YOUR NEIGHBOR’S WIFE.    
Be thankful for your own family and friends. Be happy for your friends when good things happen to them. 

1. Have I thanked God for the wonderful family He gave me? 

2. Have I told my family how much I love them and how glad I am they are mine? 

3. Did I show my family how much I love them by following my family’s rules and acting with love and 

respect? 

4. Did I remember that I always love my family even when I’m a little mad? 

 

YOU SHALL NOT COVET YOUR NEIGHBOR’S GOODS.   
Be happy and thankful for all the things you have.  Don’t be envious of the toys and games and bikes that others 

may possess. Show God your love by loving others. 

1. Have I been happy with the things I have? 

2. Have I been jealous of others?   

3. Did I refuse to share my things with others? 

4. Did I treat the property of others with respect and care?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1–10) Dramatization 

 

Props 

• Sign (write on white or chalk board) for sycamore tree  

• A sturdy step stool or chair 

 

Costume Ideas 
Note: Costumes are not necessary but can add to the children’s participation in and 

understanding of the Scriptures – RE will not be bringing costumes! 

All characters may wear simple cloth or paper tunics with rope or yarn belts. Some 

may wear bathrobes as outerwear. Veils for women and headdresses for men may 

be improvised from pillowcases and towels. 

 

Setting 
The crowd is in the center of the space. Jesus and his disciples enter from the left 

and exit with Zacchaeus into the right. 

 

Organize the class into two groups: 

Group 1: Jesus and his disciples. 

Group 2: Zacchaeus and the crowd.  

 

Select children to play the parts of: 

Narrator  

Jesus  

Zacchaeus (should be a shorter person)  

Person 1  

The crowd 

 

• Show both groups of children where to stand and move. Remind them not to speak 

aloud unless they have a speaking part. 

DRAMA 
   

  



A crowd (Group #1) is waiting for Jesus to appear. Zacchaeus (Group #2) is 

standing in the crowd. 

 

Narrator:   One day Jesus was going through the town of Jericho. The   

  crowds gathered to see him. He did not plan to stop there. 

 

Jesus and his friends (Group #1) move toward the crowd (Group #2). As they get 

close, the crowd starts waving and yelling. Zacchaeus is jumping up and down to 

see Jesus, but he cannot see. He climbs (stand on chair or step stool) on the 

“sycamore tree.” 

 

Narrator:   On his way through the town, Jesus looked up into the sycamore  

  tree. There in the branches was a man! It was Zacchaeus.    

 Zacchaeus was a rich tax collector who wanted to see Jesus but he   

 was too short. 

 

Jesus:   Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your   

  house. 

 

Zacchaeus comes down. He shakes hands with Jesus. He is very happy to see him. 

Jesus, Zacchaeus, and the disciples start to move toward his house. 

 

Narrator:   The crowd was not happy. They grumbled. 

 

The crowd grumbles! 

 

Person 1:   Is he going to stay at the house of a sinner? 

 

Narrator:   The people in the crowd did not think Jesus should be around  

  sinners. When Zacchaeus heard their grumbling, he turned to    

 Jesus and said: 

 

Zacchaeus:  I will give half of my possessions to the poor. If I have taken   

  anything from anyone, I will pay them back four times more. 

 

Jesus:   Zacchaeus, today God’s forgiveness has come to your house. 

 

Zacchaeus, Jesus, and the disciples move off “stage.” The rest of the crowd stands 

in place.  



Discussion: What happens to a lost person who doesn't ask for direction, someone who won't 

admit that they are lost? They waste time wandering around. What will happen to a lost person 

who keeps going in the wrong direction? They get farther and farther away from where they are 

supposed to be. 
 

Well, a lot of people are lost right now. You were born as a little baby, God had plans for your 

life, but as you've gotten older, you took a wrong path, started sinning, and now you are far 

away from God. You are uncertain about what your future holds. You are just kind of 

wandering around aimlessly, wasting time, lost. And if you never admit that you are lost and 

never repent and ask for Jesus' help, you may just end up dying in your sin and going to hell. 
 

Let’s look at Zacchaeus one of Jesus parables in the bible. He started off on the wrong path, got 

lost in sin, but eventually made his way to the Lord and received God's forgiveness. He went 

from being lost to being found. Zacchaeus was a liar, a thief; a man who cheated people out of 

their money and was hated and looked down upon by almost everyone in town. He had the job 

of head publican or "tax collector." He had gotten rich off of scamming money from other 

people, overtaxing people. He had probably spent a lot of years away from God, lost in his own 

power and greed. He was successful by the world's standards because he was rich, but does 

having money make you successful in God's eyes? No. Is God impressed by your power and 

status? No. If you are a sinner who has made a name for yourself in the neighborhood and you 

have a reputation as a tough guy, is that going to save your soul? No. So although Zacchaeus 

was rich, he was still lost -- lost in sin. But his heart is about to change. Somewhere along the 

way, Zacchaeus heard about Jesus. And now that Jesus is passing through Jericho, Zacchaeus 

wants to meet him.  Now, Zacchaeus wasn't some kid. He was a grown man. But he was willing 

to look silly and climb a tree in front of the whole crowd. Whatever it took, he wanted to be 

able to see Jesus.  
 

Although everybody in town hated Zacchaeus and looked down upon him as a crook, 

Jesus saw something different. He saw that Zacchaeus had a new heart. Jesus saw that 

Zacchaeus was sincerely seeking him out. Zacchaeus came seeking the Lord's forgiveness, 

he came seeking for direction, and Jesus told him then and there that he would come 

spend time with him at his house. Yes, Zacchaeus was a sinner, and everyone knew it. But if 

you are sincerely willing to turn from your sins, Jesus will forgive you and save you. But this 

takes more than saying a few words. You must show true sorrow in your words AND your 

actions.  
 

Zacchaeus was truly a changed man. He didn't want to continue stealing people's money. He 

had gone from being someone who did wrong to becoming someone who wanted to pay back 

all of the people he had stolen from, with interest! Zacchaeus went from being lost to being 

found! 
 

Zacchaeus may not even have known that he was lost, but he obviously knew that something in 

his life wasn't right. Fortunately for him, he went to the right person - Jesus Christ, who seeks 

out those who have lost their way because of the poor choices they have made.  
 

In Reconciliation, Jesus fills us with hope and healing, just like Zacchaeus. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
_______ Enter the confessional and sit down across from the priest and say     

    “Hello.” 

 

_______ Make the sign of the Cross and say “Bless me Father, for I have  

    sinned.  This is my first confession.  These are my sins:” (Confess or  

    tell your sins to the priest) 

  

               Listen to the priest.  He will give you some advice on how to be a better  

    Catholic and open your heart to God and be the person He wants you to  

    be. 

  

               The priest will give you a penance – it may be a prayer or some kind of    

    action that will help you to be more thoughtful about areas of sinfulness    

    and failing. 

  

               The priest will invite you to tell God that you are sorry for your  

               sins by saying the Act of Contrition: 

 

_______ “My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.  In choosing to  

               do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you,  

               whom I should love above all things.  I firmly intend, with your  

               help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads  

               me to sin.  Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us.  In  

               His name my God have mercy. Amen.” 

               The priest will give you absolution and offer you God’s forgiveness. 

 

_______ Bless yourself with the sign of the cross as the priest says: “I   

               forgive you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  

               Holy Spirit.” 

 

_______ You respond:  “Amen.” 

 

_______ Say “Thank You” to the priest and leave the confessional, if      

    necessary go to the altar to say your penance before leaving the    

    church and feeling uplifted and energized by God’s mercy and love! 
  

GENERAL COMMENTS: 
 

Knows how to start: 

 

Knows what 

Confession is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knows what 

Penance is: 

 

 

 

 

 

Knows Act of 

Contrition: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knows what 

Absolution is: 

 

Knows how to make 

the Sign of the 

Cross: 

 

 

 

Knows how to end. 

 

Parents: We visited your child in class today to check for readiness to receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. Please look over this worksheet for information about areas where you child needs more 

work. Highlighted or circled areas need further practice. 

 

St. Aloysius Religious Education 

2
nd

 grade – 1
st
 Reconciliation 

 
HOW TO CONFESS YOUR SINS – worksheet for ___________________________________ _________ 

 


