
St. Aloysius Religious Education 2017-2018 

4
th

 Grade 

 

4:00pm Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a catechist and 

not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the parish and the 

diocese)  

 

4:05pm We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table  

 (use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season) 

  Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in Celebrating Sunday  

  for Catholic Families book in the prayer box 

 

4:10pm Read about a Saint from the “Patrons and Protectors” series (Occupations, More Occupations  

  and In Times of Need) by Brother Michel (Mickey) McGrath and show the artwork – Brother  

  Mickey puts the Holy Spirit (symbolized by a white dove) somewhere in each painting … see if  

  you can find Him  

 

4:15pm Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (use chapter test in book) 

 

4:20pm Chapter #10  “The 2
nd

 Commandment” 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain.” 

   

We should use God’s name, and those whose names we use in prayers, with respect. “The Lords name is holy. 

For this reason, man must not abuse it. He must keep it in mind in silent, loving adoration. He will not introduce 

it into his speech except to bless, praise and glorify it.” (ccc 2143) Why would God command us to be careful 

how we use His name? It is because God is Holy, pure, perfect, and righteous. To use His name is to bring 

attention to who He is, acknowledge His existence.  

 

 We Believe –  

Psalm – a song of praise to honor the Lord. 

Bless – to dedicate someone or something to God or to make holy in God’s name. 

Reverence – honor, love and respect. 

Sacred – another word for holy. 

 

 We Respond – play “Potty Mouth” game  

Using the Lord’s name in vain is like fingernails scrapping down a chalkboard. God hears us when we take his 

name in vain and it must break his heart when his name is used in such a manner. This game focuses on how we 

sometimes do not have respect for God and God’s name. 

 

Directions:  

1. Divide the class up into 3 teams.  

2. Place the team’s marker on START.  

3. Teams roll the die and move their marker that many spaces indicated on the die.  

 If you land on a grey space you answer a question. 

 If you land on the picture of a toilet plunger, things have backed up and you must back up 2 spaces.  

 Land on the toilet paper, you lose a turn.  

 If you land on the picture of the toilet brush the player to your left draws a card and reads it out loud.  

4. On each card is a question about the 2nd commandment: Thou shall not use the Lord’s name in vain.  

5. If you or your team answer the question correctly, you stay where you are. If you are not correct, your 

team must move to the urinal for having a potty mouth.  



6. On your next turn, you are asked another question and you cannot move off the urinal until you or your 

team answer a question correctly. If you or your team answers a question correctly, you may resume 

your position on the game board. If a team lands on a picture of a toilet bowl cleaner, they must change 

places with the team that is positioned last on the game board.  

7. The first team to FINISH wins. 

 

4:55pm Closing Prayer – the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth 

as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who  

trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for. 

 

“How can you use God’s name in a more prayerful and worthy manner?” 
 

Catechist Background: 

http://www.catholicsun.org/bishop/110206bishop.html 

 

http://www.catholicsun.org/bishop/110206bishop.html


What is God's name?  

1. In the Hebrew, there are four consonants used to spell God's name.  In English we 

see them as YHWH. We pronounce them as Jehovah or Yahweh.  

2. The name Jehovah comes from the Hebrew verb to be.  

3. In Exodus , Moses was at the burning bush and he asked God what His name was. 

 God replied, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of 

Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you."  

1. God is the infinite being.  He is the one who inhabits eternity.  Psalm 90:2 

says, "Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the 

world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God."  

2. God is the one who inhabits eternity.  He is the eternal being.  

3. He didn’t say His name was Frank, or Bob.  

4. He did not say his name was Baal, Krishna, or Allah, which are all names 

given to false god’s by people.  

5. His name is the transcendent, the eternal, the continuously present and holy 

pronouncement of "I AM"  

6. We see this as Yahweh, or Jehovah.  

4. The exact pronunciation of God's name has been lost, but when you call upon His 

name, you are calling upon Him.  

5. Using His name in any form should be taken with great seriousness.  

 

2. The name of God is Holy because it is self given.  
1. It comes from God's own mouth and God is holy.  Therefore, the name is holy.  

2. God did not adopt the name that some group of people gave to Him.  

1. He disclosed His own name.  

3. When you are born, your parents give you a name.  

1. This is because they are over you, because there was a time when you did 

not exist and your parents needed something to call you. So they named you.  

2. Adam was given dominion over the animals and He was given the right to 

name them.  

4. But no one has dominion over God.  No one has the right to name God.  

5. God has always existed and He knows who He is.  

1. He is the eternal one. He is the creator.  He is the one who has always been. 

 He is the one who was existing before the creation of the universe and 

before time existed.  He is the great, "I AM."  

6. Out of God's own nature, out of His own heart, He disclosed His holy name to us. 

 It is self given.  His name is Holy and is not to be used in a vain way.  

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Psalm%2090.2


3. God commands us not to use His name in vain.  
1. The word vain is the Hebrew word shav.  It has a variety of translations including 

emptiness, vanity, falsehood, nothingness, emptiness of speech, lying, and 

worthlessness.  

1. To misuse God's name means literally, "to lift it up to or attach it to 

emptiness."  

2. No one is to use the Lord's name in this manner.  

2. Perhaps you've heard unbelievers use God's name in vain.  

1. They might say, "Oh G-d!" Or "J-sus!" or "J-sus Chri-st!" "GD-it."  

3. We Christians can easily see how wrong this is.  

4. Unfortunately, I have heard many Christians use God's name in vain and think 

nothing of it.  

1. God wants you to guard your words and make sure you are not using 

God’s name in vain even in normal conversation.  

2. Check yourself to make sure you don’t use God’s name as an expression of 

surprise, anger, casual mention, or something in jest.  

5. God’s name is too holy for that.  

 

4. Conclusion  
1. The unbeliever can call upon God’s name in their hour of need.  

2. The unbeliever can discuss the nature and existence of God and in so doing 

mention His name.  

3. But it is only the Christian, who truly has the right to use God’s name.  

4. This is because of the Cross.  

5. Because of the Cross we have access to the throne.  

6. Because of the Cross we can pronounce the name of Yahweh without fear.  

7. Because of the Cross we can know that the Lord hears us.  

8. Because of the Cross you have the right, the privilege, and the responsibility even 

more so than anyone else in the world, to use God’s name in reverence and fear.  

9. The Great I AM hears you at all times.  Do not use the name of the Lord in vain.  



“Potty Mouth” game 
 
Using the Lord’s name in vain is like fingernails scrapping down a 
chalkboard. God hears us when we take his name in vain and it must 
break his heart when his name is used in such a manner. This game 
focuses on how we sometimes do not have respect for God and 
God’s name. 
 
Directions:  

8. Divide the class up into 3 teams.  
9. Place the team’s marker on START.  
10. Teams roll the die and move their marker that many spaces 

indicated on the die.  
 If you land on a grey space you answer a question. 
 If you land on the picture of a toilet plunger, things have 

backed up and you must back up 2 spaces.  
 Land on the toilet paper, you lose a turn.  
 If you land on the picture of the toilet brush the player to your 

left draws a card and reads it out loud.  
11. On each card is a question about the 2nd commandment: 

Thou shall not use the Lord’s name in vain.  
12. If you or your team answer the question correctly, you stay 

where you are. If you are not correct, your team must move to 
the urinal for having a potty mouth.  

13. On your next turn you are asked another question and you 
cannot move off the urinal until you or your team answer a 
question correctly. If you or your team answers a question 
correctly, you may resume your position on the game board. If a 
team lands on a picture of a toilet bowl cleaner, they must 
change places with the team that is positioned last on the game 
board.  

14. The first team to FINISH wins. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You do disrespectful things to 

your body or to others.   
(No) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You willingly listened to 

indecent stories.   
(No) 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You have impure thoughts.  
(No) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You are not faithful to your 

spouse in thought or in action.  
(No) 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You have been disrespectful to 
the opposite sex.   

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You do not dress modestly.  

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You watch movies, TV, plays, 

etc. that are immoral (not 
respectful).  (No) 

 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You make oaths or promises 
with God’s name that you  

don’t keep.   
(Yes) 

 
 



 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You use impure or  
suggestive words.   

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You tell stories or jokes that are 
impure or listen to them. (No) 

 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You do not place God first in 
everything.   

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You use God’s name in anger or 

in a bad way. 
(Yes) 

 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You insulted a sacred person or 
abused a sacred object.  (Yes) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You do unnecessary work  

on Sunday.   
(No) 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You try to get out of going to 
Mass on Sunday.   

(No) 
 

 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You talk back to your parents 
and treat them is a 
disrespectful way.   

(No) 
 



 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You neglect your duties to your 

spouse and children.   
(No) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You encourage someone to 
hurt others or themselves.  

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You harm your own body or 

those of others.   
(No) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You waste time at work, school, 

or at home.   
(No) 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You do not pay your debts 
promptly.   

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You spread rumors that are  
not true about someone.   

(No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You want to destroy what 

others have because you can’t 
have it.  (No) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You want someone else’s 

wife/husband.   
(No) 

 



 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You are jealous of what  

other’s have.   
(No) 

 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You doubted or denied that 

God existed.   
(No) 

 
 Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You put TV, music, video 

games, homework, friends or 
other things before your 

relationship with God.  (No) 
 

 
Is this forbidden by the 2nd 

commandment? 
You value money, power, 

popularity, or objects more 
than God.  (No) 

 
 

Is this forbidden by the 2nd 
commandment? 

You forget to make time for 
God alone to pray. 

(No) 
 

 
 

 
True or False:   

The second commandment 
forbids magical use of  

God’s name.   
(True) 

 
 

 

Fill in the Blank:   
A person commits _____ when  
he makes a promise under oath 
with no intention of keeping it  

or when after promising on oath  
he does not keep it.   

(perjury) 
 

 



 
True or False:   

Is it a sin to take God’s  
name in vain.   

(True) 
 

Fill in the Blank:  
 _____ is insulting language 

which expresses contempt for 
God, either directly or through 

His saints and holy things.  
(Blasphemy) 

 
 

True or False:   
Blasphemy is when you  
show reverence to God.   

(False) 
 

 

Fill in the Blank:   
By the second commandment 
we are commanded to speak 

with reverence of _____, of the 
saints, and of holy things.  

(God) 
  

Fill in the Blank: 
By the second commandment 
we are commanded to speak 
with reverence of God, of the 

_____, and of holy things.  
(saints) 

 

 

Fill in the Blank:   
By the second commandment 
we are commanded to speak 
with reverence of God, of the 
saints, and of _____ things.  

(holy) 
  

Fill in the Blank:   
The second commandment  

tells us not to take the _____  
of the _____ in vain.   

(name, Lord) 
 

 
Fill in the Blank:   

An _____ is the calling of  
God to witness the truth of 

what we say.  
(oath) 

 



 

Fill in the Blank:   
A _____ is a deliberate promise 
made to God by which a person 
binds himself under pain of sin 

to do something that is 
especially pleasing to God.  

(vow) 
 

 
Fill in the Blank:   

Do not use God’s name or the 
holy name of Jesus Christ to 

express _____ or anger.  
(surprise) 

 

 
True or False:   

To use God’s name without  
the proper reverence is 

disrespectful.   
(True) 

 

 
Fill in the Blank:   

It is a sin to take God’s  
_____ in vain.   

(name) 
 

 
True or False:   

Do not swear an oath in God’s 
name falsely or carelessly.  

(True) 
 

 
True or False:   

You can make oaths or 
promises with God’s name  

that you will not keep.   
(False) 

 
 

True or False:   
We can use God’s name  
to pray, to worship, and  

to make an oath.   
(True) 

 

 

True or False:   
The second commandment 
does not require us to be 

truthful in taking oaths and 
faithful in fulfilling vows.  

(False) 
 



True or False:   
We should speak respectively of 
holy persons, places and things 
because they are consecrated to 
God; they call for respect and 

reverence.   
(True) 

 

True or False:   
An oath may be taken when it 
concerns the glory of God, the 
good of our neighbor or our 

own personal good.   
(True) 

 
 

True or False:   
Perjury is calling upon God to 

bear witness to a lie.   
(True) 

 

 

Fill in the Blank:   
Cursing is a terrible sin,  

since God told us we should 
_____ our neighbor as 

ourselves.   
(love) 

  
True or False:   

When we take an oath, we  
ask God to bear witness to 

what we are saying.   
(True) 

 

 
True or False:   

Cursing is a terrible sin, since 
God told us we should love  
our neighbor as ourselves.   

(True) 
 

 
True or False:   

God’s name is holy.   
(True) 

 

True or False:  Drawings, 
paintings, movies, plays, and any 
other forms of communication, 

which are used to show contempt 
toward God, is fine.  It is only when 
it is spoken that it is considered a 

sin.  (False) 
 



 
True or False:   

Cursing is violence in  
use of language.   

(True) 
 

 
True or False:   

Cursing is calling down evil  
on someone or something.   

(True) 
 

 
True or False:   

It is a very serious sin to take 
an oath to do something 

wrong.   
(True) 

 

 
True or False:   

We should treat God’s name 
with reverence and awe  

only on Sundays.   
(False) 

  

True or False:   
Blasphemy is speaking or  

acting against God or religious 
people or religious things  

in an unholy manner.   
(True) 

 

 
True or False:   

An oath should be taken  
only for serious reasons.   

(True) 
 

 
Fill in the Blank:   

When we take an ____, we  
ask God to bear witness  
to what we are saying.   

(oath) 
 

True or False:   
It is not a sin to take God’s 

name in vain.   
(False) 



 
True or False:   

You can use God’s name  
to express surprise.   

(False) 
 

 
True or False:   

It is not a sin to wish evil on 
someone who is mean to us.  

(False) 
 

 
True or False:   

There are times when it is 
necessary to swear.   

(False) 
 

 
True or False:   

You may use the names of the 
Virgin Mary and all the saints  

in an improper way.   
(False) 

 

 

 


