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Why come to Mass? 
From earliest times, Christians have kept Sunday, the Lord’s Day, by celebrating the Eucharist, which the Lord 
gave us as an everlasting memorial of his saving death and resurrection. The table of the Eucharist feeds and 
nourishes the community, refreshing the people and sending them on into yet another week of work and 
struggles, joys and successes, and many opportunities to spread the Kingdom of God. In speech and song, 
symbol and gesture, we unite our praise and thanksgiving to Christ’s perfect self-offering on the cross. This is 
the gathering point for all parishioners, the time when everyone comes together. ALL Religious Education 
classes will attend 10:00am Sunday Mass together with our parish community as part of their regular 
Religious Education schedule on the following dates: 
 
Sunday (1st – 5th grade) classes   Sunday October 8, 2017   
The parable of the tenants is an allegory that presents the relationship of Israel to Christ, but more than this it 
reveals a necessary truth about the spiritual life: that we are "tenants" in regards to the gifts that God has given 
us, and when we construe our relationship to God's gifts as being that of "owners", rather than "tenants", the 
consequences can be quite dire. 
 
Monday (1st – 5th grade) classes   Sunday October 22, 2017   
Jesus places everything in its proper relationship to God. But he also chastises those who are involved in power 
games. God is ultimately in charge and rules over even Caesar. 
 
Tuesday (1st – 5th grade) classes   Sunday October 29, 2017   
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind--and your neighbor as 
yourself." This is the way that Jesus summed up the law and the prophets. Finally, it is a matter of love, and the 
love of God and neighbor are tightly intertwined. I try to illustrate this principle by telling the life of Rose 
Hawthorne, a woman who loved God precisely by loving some of the most ostracized people of her time. 
 
Wednesday (1st – 5th grade) classes   Sunday November 5, 2017   
Many devout believers find the parable of the wedding feast in the Gospel of Matthew difficult to understand. 
The story is meant to stir us up with its exaggeration, to signal the spiritual destruction that follows from 
refusing the divine invitation. We are meant to see how valuable an invitation we have received and how odd it 
is that we would choose to reject it. 


